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116 Book Reviews 

Die Buchrolle in der Kunst: archdologischantiquarische Unter- 
suchungen zum antiken Buchwesen. Von Theodoe Bibt. 
Mit 190 [191] Abbildungen. Pp. ix+352. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1907. 

Just twenty-five years have elapsed between the appearance of 
Theodor Birt's Antikes Buchwesen and the present work. Although, 
perhaps, it is less important in scope and subject-matter than the earlier 
book, this elaborate study of the scroll as it appears in art is a useful 
contribution, exhibiting the same qualities of untiring search for all pos- 
sible material bearing on the theme, fresh judgments on that material, 
careful exposition of fact, often enlivened by a pertinent comparison with 
modern practice, and a genius for classification which in combined com- 
prehensiveness and attention to detail is admirable, even for a German. 
After treating the Egyptian use of the scroll, Birt proceeds to distinguish 
and characterize seven types of gesture and posture assumed in holding 
the papyrus roll. Five are observed when the book is still unrolled; one 
belongs to the actual reading, and one attitude is typical of the interrup- 
tion or ending of the reading. 

The last quarter-century since Das antike Buchwesen was published 
has been notable for its advances in the field of papyrology, and one sec- 
tion is accordingly devoted to a reconsideration of the Greek and Roman 
book in the light of this later information. Birt, takes up again such 
topics as the rise of the book among the Greeks, its material and form, 
the arrangement of the writing, titles, seals, and libraries, with the 
various sorts of repositories for storing books. This is perhaps the most 
important section for the student of literature. Besides a mastering of 
the literary evidence, we have here all the testimony that vase-paintings, 
statues, and reliefs on stelae and sarcophagi can afford. This portion of 
the book is a welcome supplement to the more concise expositions of 
Dziatzko and Kenyon. 

There follows a noteworthy section on the Column of Trajan, con- 
ceived of as a monumental picture-book, set up in the central court of 
Trajan's library to publish his exploits. The author ingeniously com- 
pares the Spartan skytale: the scenes in the Trajanic wars are in like 
fashion wound round a shaft to make an ayycXos 6p66s, rjvKOfuov o-kvtoXo. 
Moio-ay. The discussion closes with an account of the survival of the 
ancient book-form and attitude assumed in reading it in the Middle 
Ages, and with a classified table of the monuments cited throughout the 
work. The illustrations are uneven in scale and execution, but one leaves 
the reading of this lucid and well-printed book with the feeling that here, 
at least, archaeology and philology have been combined with fruitful 

results. 
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